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Informal methods of amending the constitution

Image: DNY59/E+/Getty Images The US Constitution, signed in September 1787, was controversial before the ink was dry. Not all of the committee that drafted it has signed up all the signatures. The creation marked only the beginning of the controversies that would surround the life of the document. The amendments came hard and fast and quickly created a network of
intellectual congruences and incongruity that had to be worked out in courts, in the Civil War and, in some cases, by further amendments. Two-thirds is the magic number for making changes to the constitution. If two-thirds of the state House legislatures vote to hold a constitutional agreement, they can use it as a mechanism to propose new amendments to the U.S. Constitution. If
federal lawmakers in the U.S. Congress decide to change the Constitution, they must first pass an amendment that passes with two-thirds of the votes, both in the House of Representatives and in the U.S. Senate. Unlike most legislation, constitutional amendments do not go to the president for ratification, so no president can veto the legislation. Of the amendments made so far,
state legislators have not proposed amendments. Potential citizens are being tested on their knowledge of the changes to the U.S. Constitution as part of the process of becoming U.S. citizens. How well do you know your rights? The 17th Amendment, ratified in 1913, changed the way federal lawmakers were elected. Previously, U.S. senators were elected by the legislators of
their states. With respect to this amendment, senators would be chosen by the popular vote of the eligible voters of their states. The old idea was that senators, detached from the populist will, would be free to temper the turbulence of the House of Representatives. With this amendment, it seemed, both bodies would eventually serve the same master. After the 13th Amendment,
the 14th Amendment could use the more traditional life, freedom and property in describing the benefits of citizenship. In the Declaration of Independence, instead the twist of the phrase life, freedom and the pursuit of happiness were used. One theory is that if the right to property had been on the mission statement of the nation, ending slavery would have been impossible, since
enslaved African-Americans were then considered property. The original version of the right to bear arms made it clear that while all Americans can keep and bear arms because they must serve in their state militias in times of war, those Americans with religious prohibitions against owning guns or serving a government would be required to do so. The text of religious prohibitions
was removed because it was considered at the time that it should be covered by specific legislation, outside the Bill of Rights. TRIVIA EASY Are You an American War History Expert? 6 Minutes Quiz 6 Min TRIVIA you fill out the blanks for this US Constitution Quiz? 7 Minutes Quiz 7 Min TRIVIA Tell Us the Latest Names of This US 6 Minutes Quiz 6 Min TRIVIA you tell us the first
names of these Us Presidents? 7 Minutes Quiz 7 Min TRIVIA you identify these US presidents as we give them fake mustaches? 7 Minutes Quiz 7 Min TRIVIA you name these Australian prime ministers? 6 Minutes Quiz 6 Min TRIVIA How well do you know the U.S. Constitution? 6 Minutes Quiz 6 Min TRIVIA Is it the Bill of Rights, Declaration of Independence, or the Constitution?
5 Minutes Quiz 5 Min TRIVIA How much do you know about the history of the American flag? 6 Minutes Quiz 6 Min TRIVIA The Thirty Year War Quiz 6 Minutes Quiz 6 Min How Much Do You Know About Dinosaurs? What is an octane rating? And how do you use a good noun? Lucky for you, HowStuffWorks Play is here to help. Our award-winning website provides reliable, easy-
to-understand explanations of how the world works. From fun quizzes that bring joy to your day, to engaging photography and fascinating lists, HowStuffWorks Play offers something for everyone. Sometimes we explain how things work, other times, we ask you, but we are always looking in the name of fun! Because learning is fun, so stay with us! Playing quizzes is free! We send
trivia questions and personality tests to your inbox every week. By clicking Sign In you agree to our privacy policy and confirm that you are 13 years of age or older. Copyright © 2020 InfoSpace Holdings, LLC, a System1 Company Pamela Au/ShutterstockIf James Madison had its way, the First Amendment to the Constitution of the United States would not have been about
freedom of expression or freedom of religion. Instead, it would have regulated the composition of the House of Representatives. Let's take a step back. In 1789, the constitution had just been ratified and Madison was on a roll, writing one amendment after another until he reached 20 amendments, which, he hopes, would become the Bill of Rights. The House of Representatives cut
that number to 17, and the senate took an axe to five more. The 12 amendments were sent to the 13 states for ratification. Two amendments — the first two!-did not receive the required approval from at least 10 states. If you're already fascinated, don't miss these other incredible facts about the United States. The original First Amendment would have determined how the
members of the House of Representatives would be divided. Madison's idea was that there would be one representative for every 30,000 citizens and that the number of representatives would grow from the original 65 members as the population expanded. The states felt differently, and although the number of representatives swelled by the addition of new states and after each
census until 1920, the Permanent Distribution Act of 1929 put the number of representatives at 435, which is where it is today. What these representatives the original Second Amendment could have been all the more important. That was their income. The amendment forbade of giving themselves a pay rise. Instead, the only way Congress could increase their salary would be to
approve an increase for the next congressional session, then hope they were re-elected. Interestingly, in 1982, a university student named Gregory Watson was conducting research for a government class when he stumbled upon a copy of the amendment and realized it was technically alive, says John Buescher in teachinghistory.org. That was because there was no language in
it over a window of time in which it had to reach the necessary number of state ratifications. Watson led the charge to ratify the legislation, and in 1992 it became the 27th and last amendment to the United States Constitution. Then, check out the history lessons your teacher probably lied to you about. The 14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution declares citizenship to all people
who are either born into or nationalized in the United States. The 14th Amendment also ensures that all citizens are given equal protection under the law. The 14th Amendment became part of the U.S. Constitution on July 9, 1868. It consists of five sections. In one section, the amendment states that states should not make or enforce laws that take away the privileges of U.S.
citizens. This section is often in court cases across a wide spectrum of issues, including racial discrimination, reproductive rights, election counts and gender discrimination. The Eighth Amendment states: Excessive bail is not required, neither excessive fines imposed nor cruel and unusual penalties imposed. Suspects who are not released on bail have more difficulty preparing
their defense. They are punished with imprisonment until their time of trial. Decisions on bail should not be taken lightly. Bail is very high or sometimes completely denied when a defendant is charged with a very serious offense and/or if he poses a flight risk or major potential danger to the community. But in most criminal cases, bail should be available and affordable. Civil
libertarians tend to overlook fines, but the case is not insignificant in a capitalist system. By their very nature, fines are anti-egalitarian. A $25,000 fine against an extremely wealthy defendant can only affect his discretionary income. A $25,000 fine against a less wealthy suspect could potentially have a long-term effect on basic medical care, educational opportunities, transportation
and food security. Most of the convicts are poor, so the issue of excessive fines is central to our criminal justice system. The most frequently cited part of the Eighth Amendment deals with the prohibition of cruel and unusual punishments, but what does this mean in practice? Don't ask the founding fathers: The Act of 1790 mandates the death penalty for treason and it also
mandates mutilation of the corpse. By today's standards, the mutilation of corpses would certainly be considered cruel and unusual. Flossed were common at the time of the Bill of Rights, but today's flogging would be considered cruel and unusual. The Eighth Amendment is more clearly influenced by societal changes than any other amendment in the Constitution, because the
nature of the expression cruelly and unusually appeals to changing societal norms. Torture and prison conditions: The Eighth Amendment certainly prohibits the torture of U.S. citizens in a contemporary context although torture is generally used as an interrogation method, not as an official form of punishment. Inhuman prison conditions also violate the Eighth Amendment, even
though they are not part of the official punishment. In other words, the Eighth Amendment refers to de facto punishments whether they are officially pronounced as punishments or not. The death penalty: The U.S. Supreme Court ruled that the death penalty, which was applied erratically and on a racially discriminatory basis, passed the Eighth Amendment in Furman v. Georgia in
1972. This death penalty is cruel and unusual, Justice Potter Stewart wrote in the majority opinion, in the same way that being struck by lightning is cruel and unusual. The death penalty was reinstated in 1976 after serious revisions were carried out. Specific methods of execution prohibited: The death penalty is legal, but not all methods to enforce it are. Some, such as crucifixion
and death by stoning, are clearly unconstitutional. Others, such as the gas chamber, have been declared unconstitutional by the courts. And still others, such as hanging and dead by firing squad, are not considered unconstitutional, but are no longer in common use. The lethal injection controversy: The state of Florida declared a moratorium on lethal injection and a de facto
moratorium on the death penalty as a whole after reports that Angel Diaz was essentially tortured to death during a botched execution. Lethal injection in humans is not just a matter of putting the suspect to sleep. It's three drugs. The strong calming effect of the first is intended to prevent the unbearable effects of the last two. Two.
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